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This document has been revised to provide more specific information on the timeline of the work and 
source of funding sought by the proposal that arose from IN BENTHIC 2-2018. 

Background 
At the meeting of IN-BENTHIC 2-2018 there was extensive discussion on the future working direction of the 
group and a regular theme addressed was ways to develop harmonised approaches for the monitoring and 
assessment of benthic habitats. A number of topics related to this subject were incorporated into the 
group’s Terms of reference and work plan (ToRs). 

During the discussion the Meeting was informed that within OSPAR there was an initiative to gain a 
common overview of how soft-bottom habitats were sampled and how harmonized the approaches were 
regionally (within OSPAR). The Meeting was informed that there had been discussion within the OSPAR 
group responsible for this initiative, including on if such an initiative could be expanded to include the 
HELCOM region also. The discussion was driven by the added benefit for countries participating in both 
HELCOM and OSPAR regions to gain such an overview for their entire marine region, rather than only the 
sections encompassed by OSPAR. 

A proposal by the individual responsible for the initiative (OSPAR representative from Belgium) was made, 
in which the questionnaire could be expanded to give the countries who are parties to both conventions 
full coverage and also include the other countries in the HELCOM region. The proposal offers that the 
online questionnaire (which will run from October-early November) could be expanded to allow HELCOM 
countries to join. It might also be possible to re start the online questionnaire specifically for HELCOM 
countries, however, at the meeting it was discussed that this would limit the added value of the proposed 
cooperation.  

The process would involve a circa 60 question online questionnaire send to contact points responsible for 
the monitoring of soft-bottom habitats, these contact points being identified by national representatives of 
HELCOM State and Conservation. The individual responsible for the questionnaire would take direct contact 
with these nominated contact persons and support the completion of the questionnaire. The responses 
would be collated and a brief report, provided to give an overview of the regional situation (HELCOM 
region). 

The questionnaire seeks to gain an overview or the following major aspects that are critical for harmonized 
monitoring and assessment of soft-bottom benthic habitats: 1) equipment and sample handling on board, 
2) laboratory methodology and sample preparation, 3) laboratory identification and taxonomic resolution 
applied, 4) how samples and data are stored, 5) what quality controls are applied, and 6) the design of the 
underlying monitoring program. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IN%20BENTHIC%202-2018-573/default.aspx
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A time and cost estimate has been made. The time to run the HELCOM survey and produce a brief overview 
and summary report is estimated to be 9 days, at a daily cost of 849.42 Euros. A total cost of 7644.78 Euros. 

Furthermore, HELCOM IN-BENTHIC considered that if this approach proved a valid way in which to gather 
relevant information and support harmonization work within the HELCOM region, then they as a group 
would explore internal possibilities in the future for expanding the same approach to other aspects relevant 
to their ongoing work plan (e.g. to other habitat types or benthic substrates). 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- consider the added value of cooperation with OSPAR on this initiative. 
- consider the information provided and discuss the possibility to assign national resources to this 

initiative. 
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